 Russian Formalism/New Criticism

Formalism/New Criticism:

Russian Formalists were primarily interested in the way that literary texts achieve their effects and in establishing a scientific basis for the study of literature
.  New Critics attempted to create a literary “science” and encourage “objective” or “disinterested” readings.  The text has authority.  Focus is on identifying the meaning of its words and on structural components in the belief that together these comprise a unitary and logical whole
.  This unitary and logical whole animates and organizes the text from within.  So organized, a literary text becomes an autonomous verbal artefact and can be scrutinized without regard for the traditional concerns of its historical, biographical, or cultural context.  Different Formalist critics give different emphases to what is the central principle in all texts, but they all share a belief that close scrutiny of technique leads a reader to the discovery of the text’s statement of its “insights into essential truths”
. 

Student Tasks:

1. Who are the most influential proponents of this type of critical theory?

2. What are some of the major concepts, ideas, characteristics, etc., of this type of theory?  How does one employ/use these concepts?

3. What kinds of questions would a Formalist reading of a text produce/pose/employ, or kinds of explorations does a Formalist reading encourage?

4. What are the strengths of this type of reading practice?

5. Does the group see or feel that there are some weaknesses in this type of reading?  

� This assignment would not be possible without the support, knowledge, and expertise of Carol Ricker-Wilson.
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